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        Search & Find
	
	Search & FindMost of our HCC Library Searches in one place.

	Eagle Library SearchDiscover books, media, and articles with a single search

	DatabasesFind databases of articles, eBooks, and streaming media here.

	Open Access DatabasesFind high quality open access (free to use) databases by program/subject or format.

	Library CatalogFInd books, media, and journal titles, but no articles.

	eBooksSearch for licensed (HCC only) or open access eBooks or browse eBook collections.

	Accessible ResourcesWhether you are a student using library resources to complete a paper, faculty creating digital handouts for a class this guide is for you. 

	Research GuidesThe best user-friendly resources gathered by HCC librarians to help you with your research and assignments

	Other LibrariesFind and use resources in other libraries.



	
        Research & Writing
	

	
	Research & WritingLearn to find and cite your sources, how to get started with your writing assignments, and more.

	Begin Researchis the HCC Library's comprehensive guide to completing your research assignment.

	STEM Information Cycleguides you through scientific research.

	Style GuidesThese resources will help you cite your sources correctly and avoid plagiarism.

	Reference SourcesUse these sources for background information on your topic and for quick facts and statistics.

	PlagiarismUse these resources to understand plagiarism and how to avoid it.

	Writing SkillsHone your writing skills here. We have provided sample papers for comparison.



	
        About Us
	Open for study 72 hours per week.

	About UsFind information about the HCC Libraries here.

	Library FacultyFind librarian contact information, CVs, and more here.

	Locations & HoursWhen and where to visit the libraries, along with contact and staffing information.

	Mission, Vision & ValuesExpert support for learning and teaching in the libraries and online.

	Guidelines and ProceduresHow many books can you check out? How are the libraries organized? Find out here.

	Comments & SuggestionsSuggest a purchase, or let us know how we're doing. We want to read from you!

	Library DashboardVisualize the scope and use of our resources and services.




	
        Ask A Librarian
	Watch online: We love libraries!

	Ask A LibrarianGet personal assistance from an HCC librarian or find answers in our Frequently Asked Questions.

	Find A TutorGet help from HCC tutors here.

	Questions & Answers Here!Have a question? Maybe we've already answered. Find out here.

	Did We Help?Let us know how we're doing. This is also where we assess ourselves.
 
	How Do I...Learn to use library resources and devicers here.




	
        Information For...
	
	Library Information For...We strive to offer great services to each member of the HCC Community.

	StudentsGet help with all everything library: resources, devices, citations, and more.

	FacultyLibrarians are available to assist with instructional support in many ways.

	Programs, Divisions, and CentersFind resources related to each Center of Excellence here. Watch for more to come!

	PartnersFor our partners in Houston and around the world.

	STEM SupportFind and use scientific information and find information on careers in science, too.

	LibrariansLibrarians use these links, but some of them are useful for HCC students and faculty, too.

	Report StatisticsLibrary staff use these links to report library data.
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	Top Tips for Accessible PDFs
	Resources for Accessible PDFs
	Example PDFs


	Copyright/Chafee Amendment  This link opens in a new window

	Articles
	eBooks
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				Top Tips for Accessible PDFs


Benefits


PDFs that are just scanned images of book pages are not accessible, since a screen reader cannot read the words on the page. Making a document machine-readable enables:


	 Screen reader users to access the content 
	Users to search the contents of the PDF, and copy and paste from it



Tips


Create Accessible PDFs from Microsoft Word Documents or PowerPoint


	Follow steps for creating an accessible document using Word or PowerPoint
	Save as an Adobe PDF
	Identify the document language
	Use the Touchup Reading Order feature



Create Accessible PDFs from Scanned Documents


This requires Adobe Acrobat X Pro, which is available on staff computers maintained by HCC IT


	Use Adobe Acrobat Pro to automatically OCR scanned documents. OCR, or Optical Character Recognition, will convert the image into text that is machine-readable and searchable.


		   

								

								
							

						

					


						
							
								
									
			
				Resources for Accessible PDFs

		   
	Creating Accessible PDFsfrom MSU Web Accessibility site


	WebAIM Accessible PDFsIn-depth overview covering accessible PDFs


	Creating Accessible PDFs in Adobe  InDesignTutorial from Penn State.




	SSA Guide: Producing Accessible Word and PDF DocumentsGuidelines from the Social Security Administration (129 pages).


	Creating Accessible PDF FilesA guide for creating accessible PDF files in a number of different Adobe products (86 pages).





								

								
							

						

					


						
							
								
									
			
				Example PDFs

		   
	PDF Scan with OCRThis pamphlet from the Internet Archive includes OCR. Notice that you can select the text of the pamphlet, or CTRL+F to search the document.


	Non-accessible PDFA scanned document that has not been OCR'd, and is not accessible. Notice that you cannot select text or search the document.
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